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DROUGHT PILOT PROGRAM —  
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SEASONAL UPDATE 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 
MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood–Stirling — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [9.05 am]: Members will 
be aware that Western Australian farmers have faced a tough battle with the elements. Since May, low pressure 
systems in the southern hemisphere have remained further south than normal, resulting in fewer and weaker cold 
fronts over WA. A monthly seasonal update from the Department of Agriculture and Food was released today 
and confirms just how little rainfall was received in August. As a result, some crops in the lowest rainfall areas, 
particularly canola, are unlikely to yield more than 0.2 tonnes per hectare. Lack of subsoil moisture is still a 
major concern for the majority of the wheatbelt, with some areas in the eastern and central wheatbelt having little 
or no moisture available to finish crops. Good soaking rain is needed now if yields are to reach break-even points 
for those areas. The lower south west and Esperance areas continue to have better yield potential, but these areas 
do not account for a large part of the state’s production. Pasture growth has been severely restricted by the dry 
conditions throughout much of the wheatbelt and is below average even in the higher rainfall areas.  

Having said all that, I want to assure farmers that help is available, and I urge them to take it. They do not have 
to go through this alone. In May I announced a new approach to drought assistance in a bid to build a more 
secure future for the agriculture industry. While the drought pilot is not a response to the dry season, it will help 
farmers learn to make their businesses more efficient while providing timely income support to meet basic 
household needs. Farmers should be aware that the drought pilot consists of seven major components. The first is 
farm planning, with assistance available to farmers to undertake a program of training to enhance their skills in 
business planning. The second involves building farm businesses, with grants of up to $60 000 available. The 
third is farm family support, which is income support to help families meet basic household needs. This program 
can also assist farmers to assess their financial situation and to identify on-farm or off-farm activities that may 
improve their financial position. The fourth component involves building stronger rural communities, with grants 
of up to $300 000 available to eligible groups that are experiencing significant hardship due to an agricultural 
downturn. The grants will help to build the resilience of rural communities and to assist them to manage future 
hardship. The fifth component is farm social support and the sixth is farm exit support. The seventh component 
is called beyond farming, which is a program for farmers who want to know more about opportunities that may 
arise when they sell up or retire.  

Dexter Davies, the chairman of the Dry Season Advisory Committee, recently urged farmers to assess these 
assistance options, particularly the farm family support. I reiterate that call. Farmers who are worried about their 
financial position should consult Centrelink about assistance that is available now. Centrelink advised the Dry 
Season Advisory Committee that farmers should not self-assess but should call 13 23 16 for further information 
or to arrange a farm visit. A range of confidential counselling services are also available, and the Rural Land 
Sales Liaison Committee can assist with debt mediation. It is important that farmers do not feel like they are 
alone. I strongly urge them to act now, to talk to a trusted adviser and to visit the Department of Agriculture and 
Food website and click on the dry season link to learn more about the range of assistance and advice options 
available to them. 
 


